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This Update is 



intended to keep our friends informed about what's new at VMSL and in Vanuatu. 



STCW 1995 DOCUMENTATION -UPDATE , am#fln/ 2002 

Our last UPDATE included the following statement: TAere w/// be no extens/ons 

c/earf//ne' Even with the International Maritime Organization's circular recommending that Port States relax their 
enforcement of STCW 95 until mid-year, the Vanuatu Maritime Act mandates that officers on Vanuatu vessels 
have valid, i.e., 1995 STCW compliant Vanuatu documents. 

In the first quarter VMSL staff processed more than twice the number of applications usually processed in an 
Lvfraqf quarir Even with five additional staff temporarily assisting in the seafarer documents . on sec ion 
o e sing ime n 0W takes from three to five weeks, if the applications are complete Apphcatons will be 
din the order that they are received and, if they are found to be incomplete, they I be r ejected 
Certificates of completion for basic safety courses and other required framing courses, such as for ast . rescue 
craft, advanced fire fighting, etc., and updated medical examination forms, must accompany all applications. 

LETTERS OF UNDERTAKING -- UPDATE ...... ■ tfin nrtt 

Sixty-one Letters of Undertaking have now been agreed to out of 1 02 sent out. Some admin.strat.ons just do not 
fespond tc ^ our numerous requests and their lack of response could affect Vanuatu's ability to reoogn.ze some 
seafarer documents. 

SECURITY -- NO JOKING MATTER 

During the last quarter, we were notified by the owners of an offshore supply vessel that they had removed a crew 
member due to his written anti-American / pro-terrorist comments. The individual was detained for quest.or ng by 
Immigration agents, and the FBI, and eventually repatriated. This individual is now banned from working for the 
owners, banned from working on any Vanuatu vessels, and banned from the US. Although ,t appeared the 
comments were made as a joke, no one took it as such. 

CMA SHIPPING 2002 CONFERENCE AND SEA JAPAN - 

Five VMSL staff members took time out from processing seafarer applications to spend some time at Vanuatu s 
booth at the CMA Conference & Exhibit. It gave them the opportunity to put faces to names and meet < owners 
class society representatives and others in the maritime industry, including our fnendly competitors. Asthis goes 
to press Clive Grainger, Akemi Ebata, and Robert Bohn are attending SEA JAPAN in Tokyo. -tr 

§ -o 

BANKERS ASSOCIATION OF VANUATU INTRODUCES CODE OF CONDUCT 

The BAV has issued a code in both English and French which consolidates the best practices fo owed I by the five 
members of the Bankers Association (consisting of five banks, including European Bank Lim.ted) which hold local 

Website: www.vanuatuships.com 



The infection In this pubHcation is provided for the so.e use electee, clients of VMS Ltd. Whik every care ES= ^^^^1 
vmsnyc@attglobaI.net. 
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This Update is intended to keep our 



July / Sept 2002 
friends informed about what's new at VMSL and in Vanuatu. 



WORRISOME STATISTICS , 2 . d t j deaths were from 

I am worried about the number of "natural Thl isfouru^ the highest rate ever 

heart attacks; one from encephalitis; and, tragically, there was one suiode_ ma 

seen in the fleet. Can the heart attacks and suicde ^^J^^TJ^t enough? I raise 
ISM? STCW? What? Are owners' medical ^.™ n ^™^ P ™Zs W J on medication, and 

S: tTw^dLS illnesses or ---^ -^^C « 

Sdrrrer:^ 

S^nds^ 

vigorously. Take a deep breath before each cough and make each cough deep and prolonged. 
Abreamandacoughmustbe^e^^ 

again. Deep breaths get oxygen into the lungs and coughing ^^^snlt^L this may allow you time 
squeezing pressureon the heartaiso helps ,. regain norm on i," but /you are 
to seek help or if ashore get to a hospital. Does it work? We haven l efor „ rmls ,ion to print this.) 

suffering a heart attack, it couldn't hurt. (Thanks to Marine Transport Corporation s UTL Puis, parm.s 

NEW PERSONNEL AND SAD ' «0M™» ^ accQuntant ]n early July and t0 wel come Ms. Emily 

strs" 

real estate near Disney World with spare rooms ready for their grandchildren. 

has been going for over four years, but in many sectors, progress has been patchy. 

III I I n i In 1 „,-■—=- r -- r --o>i»n nn warranty IS 

The information in this pub.ication is provided tor the sole use „1 ^JJ*^ ^ statement , opinion , error or omission. Contact 

gi ven as to the correctness of the information »^J^^"^Sw F«: 212 425-9652, Website: v^v.vanuatush.ps.cotn, E-Mad. 
VMS Limited, 42 Broadway, Suite 1200-18, New yotk, 
vmsnyc@attglobal.net. 



